
Why is it so difficult for architects to design for people with ears? 

by Aimilia Karapostoli (architect/musician) 

This question has already been stated by R. Murray Schafer in his famous 
The Tuning of the World (The Soundscape) 1977. After practicing 

architecture for some years I think that I have reached some conclusions. The 
text following is a manifestation of a lonely pair of ears, belonging to an 
architect. 

1) All architects are mathematicians and geometers. They like to design 
what they see. Fortunately the modern movement helped them to 
understand the power of a plan;; it is not just merely projective 
geometry but al
Unfortunately they forgot all about it. 

2) All architects think about is th
understand why reality has failed them (or is it the other way around?). 
A beautiful 3dimentional representation is not always a good piece of 
architecture. You could be a god in your piece of reality, but keep in 
mind this is just a fantasy. 

3) Use us! Architects should stop thinking visually and start thinking 
sonically. Nowadays you all have mobile phones, devices that 
reproduce sound, and so much more. Use these tools within your 
grasp. In every one of them there is a recording device. Dear 
architects record your experience of a place. Listen to the recording 
again and analyze it. You think we are useless but you will be amazed 
of how much information we can provide only by listening 
energetically and not just hearing passively. 

4) Dear architects start to think about the effect of your designs towards 
the sonic environment of an area. If you are designing a house do not 
focus only on taking advantage of view! The existence of quiet places, 
as Peter Zumthor (your kind of guy) has already said, is a very important 
factor, too. As an architect, you are a composer, a creator! So 
compose your piece of concrete music, choose the sounds you like 
and try to turn them into reality in your architectural spaces. You 
cannot listen to you designs, but try to imagine how it would be to 
experience your space. We guarantee that t be a 
disappointment to you! 

Yours sincerely, 

The lonely pair of ears, belonging to an architect! 

p.s. Ask people with hearing loss, what they would give to hear again. Maybe 
we are more important than you think! 


